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In commemoration of the birth of Grove Church on 

Saturday, March 13, 1773 in response to a sermon 

preached by Francis Asbury in the original grove of 

trees.  

and 
 

In celebration of the thriving “New Grove” which was 

planted in 2013 during the celebration of the 240th 

Anniversary by crew members Steven Estberg, James 

Hoffmaster, Carl Bangert, Owen Owens, Morris Farnum, 

Sylvia Fuller and Duane Green.   
 

_____________________________________________________                                          

 

Opening Prayer 

Rev. Alfred T. Day III 
Guest Preacher of the Day and Former General 

Secretary for the United Methodist Church General 

Commission on Archives and History 

 
 

A Walk Through Grove’s “New Grove” 

Mr. Stephen Estberg 

Mr. James Hoffmaster 
Grove Church members and members of the “New 

Grove” Planning and Planting Team. 

 

_____________________________________________________    

Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the 

Lord. They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out 

its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and 

its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought, it is not 

anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit.  Jeremiah 17:7-8 
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Sign Reads: 

“In March, 1773, Francis Asbury preached to settlers in a 

grove of trees on this site, and Grove Church began! 

The last oak tree of that grove was felled in 2002. In 

April, 2013, these trees were planted to commenorate 

the 240th Anniversary of Grove Church.” 

 

 

2013  

New Grove 

Planting 
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2013 New 

Grove 

Planting 

Crew Back 

row L to R: 

Duane Green, 

Owen Owens, 

Sylvia Fuller, 

Steve Estberg. 

Front row L to 

R: Morris 

Farnum, Jim 

Hoffmaster. 

Not pictured 

but present: 

Carl Bangert. 

 

 

2023 Steve 

Estberg (not 

pictured), 

Jim & Kathy 

Hoffmaster 

cleaned up 

the New 

Grove in 

memory of 

Duane 

Green, at 

the request 

of Betty 

Green.   
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Letter written to Pastor Bron Yocum by Duane Green 
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The Last Historic Tree of the Original Grove 

Removed in 2002 
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   The “New Grove” was dedicated on April 28, 2013 

   during the 240th Anniversary Celebration of Grove  

   United Methodist Church. 

 

Many thanks to Jim & Kathy Hoffmaster, Steve Estberg 

and Kathy Parker for their help researching the 

information/photos in this commemorative booklet. 

Sound technology provided by Thomas Marsden. 


